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Written submission from Julian Clarke, Secretary to the West Grampian Deer 
Management Group 

This written submission comprises an email from Julian Clarke to Ian Jardine, Chief 
Executive of SNH. 

Deer Management in Scotland 

West Grampian Deer Management Group 

I act as Secretary for the West Grampian Deer Management Group (WGDMG), 
which is part of the Tayside DMG. Within the Tayside DMG there is the WGDMG, 
Cairngorms and Speyside DMG (CSDMG) and part of the East Grampian Deer 
Management Group (EGDMG). Having read the recent SNH report on Deer 
Management I would like clarification on how the figures for the above have been 
arrived at. 

I am at a loss to understand your figures for the Tayside DMG increasing by 12% 
(Section 3 of the report, page 21, 4th paragraph). 

If I can expand upon this – the report states that large DMGS where the densities 
have increased from 2000 to the present include Tayside – with an increase of 12%. 

Figures for the two most recent WGDMG count’s undertaken by helicopter (with an 
SNH observer / counter present) are as follows: 

2001 (helicopter)                             17,197 deer 

2010 (helicopter)                             17,419 deer 

An increase of 222 deer or 1.2%, not the 12% in the report. 

Other counts undertaken on foot include 

2005 (foot)                                         17,303 deer 

1995 (foot)                                         16,558 deer 

We have carried out further foot counts in white ground, with the most recent being 
undertaken in 2015 showing a population of 16,581 deer (the count was spread over 
two days) and we await with interest an additional helicopter count in early 2017. The 
numbers of deer within the WGDMG have been reasonably stable throughout the 
period, as the objectives of the majority of the owners have remained similar. 

Moving further through your report (page 21 paragraph 7 and 8) you say of the 
EGDMG that the density has reduced by 20% and for CSDMG has reduced by 72%, 
which when taking into account the 1.2% increase within WGDMG, and the relative 
sizes of each DMG I struggle to see how there is an overall increase of 12% within 
the Tayside DMG as stated in the report. 

I look forward to hearing from you, as to how this figure is arrived at and where the 
figures from the report are derived from. 
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I have copied this email into Richard Cooke (Chair of the ADMG) and Rory Stormont 
Darling (Chair of WGDMG), so they are both aware of my email. 

  

 


